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Aut FOI eventura dicunt, aut proſpera. Si dicunt proſe 
era, er fallunt, miſer fies fruſtra exſpeftando ſi adverſa di - 


cunt, mentiuntur; miſer fies fruſira timendo : ſin vera 
reſpondent, eaque non ſunt proſpera; jam inde ex animo mi- 
fer fies, antequam a fato fias : ſi felicia promittunt, eaque 
eventura ſunt ; tum plane duo erunt incommoda, & exſpec- 


tatio te ſpe ſuſpenſum fatigabit, ex futurum gaudii fructum 
1555 tibi jam prefloraverit. Nullo igitur pacto utendum eſt 


di hominibus res futuras Praſagientibus. Favorinus a» 
pl Cel. XIV. 1. „ 


8 


\ 


LONDON, 


Printed by J. Darsy for A. 9211 1000 Bible 
and Croſs-keys in. Cornhill, J. HARRISON at 


the Royal Exchange, and ] BAK RAR at Mer- 
| e in n M. DEC. XV. 5 


(Price 200 7 


{ 


— 


By Josxyn BURROUGHS. AC 


art 


r 


0 
| 


* 
* * : 
* 
i a 
Fd 
* 
* 4 
» 
F * 
3 4 
8 = # > 1 
U 
4 t 
* X 198 | 
4 ® — - 
| * * I #? * 
% no 4 * Fa * * r 
F 7 p » ** * ** 9 7 
| 7 4 4 ; I a 
4 8 4 * 21 N e 
2 : o 8 3 f | It 
Ta * * * i . ö 
* ** * 2 * 4 % N 
Py * Sy — * . 8 
* » 9 * 
1 2 L ' ©" 
* * 4 
. % * — 8 „ þ © © +8 + o 
= SS >» = = 5 * ” - Ls . Pa * 4 — * * P 4 $a 
0 
- g 
> 1 
: [1 a 
Hot LY * : — = * — 
| @ EF ET 11 . 
i 1 FAR os Koo. Bo > > 2 11 wet. - 
| # X 3 by % 1 1 i k "x 2 1 * i 
= p * wt i +. as *. wet # 4 F W., . i ty * 3 ; 
" | Pp . AWW 4 ; 
5 . + 
: . 
I * 
” Fd - _ — $ 9329 
N 1 ; ? 
8 * 2 — 2 
! % . 
| ; ; 4 
. 4 PE 0 
[] 4 * : , | 5 
N 9 * i p 4 * 1 8 9 
: | * 0 1 
- 5 * Y s 
* ws + 4 as . ** 13 as * + = : *% 8 3 L 
- " $, * * 
. 4 
. 
— 
— — 4 0 —— + „ 8 5 . — ad _—” Re — — hs 3 — * A © : 4 
: + —— —[—ö 
- 1 * 
4 
2 * * 9 
1 * # . 
3 
15 
— % 2 N 
* a” 
IJ * * - *. 
4 4 . - 
% 
” C * + : 
* * x W 
a * * ” 
4 ” 
"Ws. 
f * 
. £ 
4 CY = s* 
| 8 2 
| & + t - . 
- % 4 * * * . % $# * 7 5 
0 \ 5 = * 
= * : ; 
: 6 7 n , N \ 6 , ' 
= - > - a * 3 A * . * 1 * — % L 8 6171 4 
* 2 12 — x 
* a of 
1 * 5 £ 0 8 3 \ > * 
* * I 4 1 a Y # 4 g N . 1 © 4 
* : _ 3 
' e , 
wh, * 
ö « — * . * 
8 "7 — S — % d 41 3 . * s 1 * * . x 22 * : \ x 
* hs » * 
1 3.8 s © + 
$4 3 4 48% 45:6 4 33 14 
. * 


j 
[ 
l 
. 
| 
! 


nt 2 


( 
— * 1 P * 
c 
* EY 6 « 
= * y 
; ; 
. 4 — 
+ 
: 
* 
> 4 
- I 
5 g 
— 
4 
* 
% 
* * f 
1 2 


* 


Jun X.2. 


Thus t the. Lag Ln 
not the way of the Heathen, 


and be not diſmay'd at the 
Siu of Heaven ; for the 
| Heathen are [fee 4 at 
. them... ; 


ES he. { POPE IT 8 5 F 2.0] 
HERE is ſomewhat awful in 
many things, from which we have 
no reaſon to fear any real Miſ- 
chief; and particularly in ſuch 
if Aſpeds of the heavenly Bodies, as 

that which very -appear'd 
ee Parts of this Nation. The generality, 
of Eclipfes indeed paſs almoſt unobſerv'd: but 
when there comes a total One, eſpecially. of the 


Sun, ſuch as was that which Rl d two 
KF ns | Days 
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Days * ſince, *tis too remarkable to be neglec- 
ted, But the Obſervations and Judgments of 
Men are very different upon ſuch occaſions: and 
accordingly, out of the many Thouſands in 
England, who could not but take ſome notice f 
the late Eclipſe, many, I doubt not, found their « 
Minds poſſeſs'd with becoming Thoughts of the _ 
Power and Wiſdom of God, -ſhining forth out 
of the awful Darkneſs which for ſome time over 
ſhadow'd them; probably very many, who ha 
not exercis'd a Thought concerning God or a fu= 
ture State for a great while befgre, were ſtruck 
with Amazement, and with a dreadful expeta- —_ 
tion of being ſuddenly call'd to Judgment; o- 3 
thers were poſſeſs'd with a ſuperſtitious Fear of 
great Miſeries and Calamities portended to the 
Nation; and others again, with a malicious 
Joy, to ſee ſo favourable an occaſion for ſpread- 
ing Fears of this nature throughout the Land. 
Now tis with a Deſite of giving God the Glory 
of his excellent Works, of aſſiſting the Thoughts 
of ſome, who poſſibly may labout under Miſap- 
prehenſions, and likewiſe of diſcovering the Fol- 
ly and Wicked neſs of thoſe who defignedly im- 
prove ſuch Miſtakes, that I have choſen to diſ- 
courſe from theſe. Words. In which are con- 
tain'd the three following Things 


n 
: #> 


L $ Ont 8 Ty | 1 311 4 4 | 4 . * 
I. A general Caution againſt learning the 
ways of idolatrous Nations: Learn not 


— — — 


* *** April 22. 1715. About a Quarter paſt Nine in the Morn- 
ing, the Body of the Sun was wholly hid from'us by the Moon, for 
fame Minutes : at which time three of the Planets, viz. Jupi- % 
ter, Venus, and Mercury, with ſeveral of the fix'd Stars, 4 
appear d. There was Darkneſs in part for near an Hour before, F 
and as much after it was Total. 1. 4 


. v ²— Ä 
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4 II. A ſpecial Warning againſt a particular 
5 Evil which prevail'd among the Chaldeans, 
to whom, about the time of this Pro- 
phecy, the Iſraelites were in Captivity: 
Be not diſmay d at the Signs of Heaven. 
III. The Reaſon of this Warning: For the 
Hieatben are diſmay'd at them. | 
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I I ſhall offer ſomething upon each of theſe 
Heads, and then endeavour to make ſome Im- 
provement of the whole. 
But before we enter upon any: of the Particu- 
lars, laid down, it may, perhaps, be uſeful to 
obſerve the ſolemn manner by which theſe Words 
are introduc'd 3 ſignifying the great Importance 
of the Meſſage, and the Obligations of the I/ 
raelites to receive it. Tis uſual with the Pro- 
pPhets, in many Meſſages of Importance, to be- 
gin, as in the firſt words of our Text, with, 
Thus ſaith the Lord. And ſuch an Introduction 
as that juſtly, commands an attentive Reve- 
rence, and a chearful Obedience, whether the 
Meſſage be ſent to a particular Perſon, or to a 
whole Nation. But even theſe Words them- 
ſelves, as well as the Warning which follows, 
are brought in after a more ſolemn manner: 
Ver. 1. Hear the Word which the Lord ſpeaketh un- 
to you, O Houſe of Iſrael. As if the Prophet had 
ſaid, “ Take ſpecial Notice of what I am go- 
* ing to deliver; 'tis what the, Almighty and 
« Ever-living God ſpeaks after a particular 
© manner to you 1ſraelites, whom he has gra- 
« ciouſly diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt _ of the 
„ World, and whom, by a ſpecial Revelation, 
he has taught the Knowledg and Worſhip of 
= _< himſelf.” This Meſlage, as we have already 
8 8 LA 
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I. A general Caution apainſt learning the 
ways of idolatrous Nations; f. e. againſt com- 
plying with their idolatrous and other evil 
Cuſtoms. For when the moſt High ſays by the 
Prophet, Learn not the way of the Heathen, he 
does not forbid his People to learn any good 
thing by their Example, or indeed to do any 
indifferent Action, merely becauſe it was prac- 


tis'd by the Heathen Nations. There might 


be ſome things, indifferent in their ' own Na. 
ture, concerning which God had given them 
particular Commands ; but then they ceas'd to 
be indifferent to them, and became Daties by 
4 poſitive Iuſtitution. And in theſe things they 
were to regard the Divine Law, in oppoſition 
to the Heathen- Practice. But' ſtill this did 
not tie up the 1/raclites from practiſing other 


things Which were of ati indifferent nature; 
even tho the Cuſtom ſhould have been receiv'd 
from the Heathens. Much Jeſs were the Fews, 


by the words of our Text, '6r by any other, 


forbidden to imitate the Heathen in any thing 


which was really good and uſeful in it ſelf : 
But the Caution in our Text is level'd againſt 
all thoſe' s, i. e. againſt all thoſe Principles 
and Practices, in which the Jews knew that the 


Com mand of God had made them to differ 


from the Heathens; and particularly againſt Ido- 


Hatry, the Foundation of all the reſt. This is 
the diſtinguiming Mark -of the People of God 


from the Hrathens, or Nations, in feverdl Pla- 
ces, where it is not -exprefly mention'd. And 
actordingly, to this day, When we ſpeak” of a 


Heathen, we generally mean an Idolater. "The 


way of the” Nat ene, in this Caſe, was not to be 
learn'd or comply'd with, by the People > 
- | | ö . G « 


IP 
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God, upon any account, how. agreeable ſceygr 
Ss Senfes or Paſſions, and hom much ſo- 
ever the Heathens- might deſpiſe and ridicule 
them for their Singularity. Nay, they are 
warn'd not to yield ;a Compliance to any ſuch 
ways, tho the- utmoſt Violence ſhould be us d 
with them, in that Captivity, in which the {{- 
raclites were either, at the time af this Pro- 
.Phecy, actually detain'd, or which the Prophet 
foreſaw_ would: quickly overtake them. They 
are not only told, that they muſt never in their 
Wills or Affections give way to Idolatry; but 
are, in the words of our Text, aſſur'd, that it 
is not worth their while to become acquainted 
with the Particulars. of idolatrous Worſhip, ſo 
valn and fooliſh it was in it ſelf, But the prig- 
cipal thing deſign'd, is, that, they ſhould: not 
entertain any Affection for, or ſhew the leaſt 
Encouragement to what they muſt neceſſarily 
ſe, and know. This general Caution there- 
Foxe, againſt 4carnivg che way of che Hearhen, ſige 
nify'd to the Iſraelites, that they muſt avoid 
Whatever might betray them into ſo unreaſona- 
ble and fo pernicious a Courſe, as that of Ido- 
latry; that they ought to be content with God 
for their Teacher, and his Laws for their Rule, 
die all At, Io eſpecially in the Affair of Di- 
1 might; here take occaſion to ſhew the Folly 
of Idolatry, as a Reaſon to ſupport this Cau- 
tion z and its deſtructive Tendency, that we may 


4 


e 


all take ſpecial Care to avoid every Appearance 
of it. But, I believe, we are al 7 of 
dhe Folly of worſhipping any thing beſides the 
living and true God: ſince none but He is ca- 
able. of receiving the Worſhip we offer; and 
e He aloge is intitled to Divine Hononrs, 


* - 


* 
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who created, and who governs the World; who = * 
Preſerves his Creatures, and provides for them. bg 
And as to the pernicious Conſequences of Ido= © 
latry ; beſides the wretched Blindneſs it brings an « 


upon the Mind, which is in a great meaſure its 
own Puniſhment, we cannot but know, that? tis 
the higheſt Provocation in the World, for that 
God, who made all things, and has all at his . 
'Diſpoſal, to ſee his Honour proſtituted, hi: Glo? 
ry given to another, and his Praiſe to graven Ima- 


ges, to vile Affections, or to any thing elſe. be- 
ſides himſelf. 1 ſhall therefore leave theſe ge- 
neral things, and proceed to what I price 
deſign'd from theſe Words, as being more im- 
mediately ſuted to that particular Caſe, which 
s the occaſion of this Diſcourſe, and which at 
preſent makes ſo great a Noiſe in our Land: 


* 


4 4 ö AF 
namely, 

i 4-4 « > — 7 8 * 1 5 
y £7 


wp, 208 Gy 85 _ 
II. The Warning againſt an Evil, which more 
eſpecially prevail'd among the Chaldeans, than 
moſt other Nations ; the forming of Judgments, 
and Expectations from the Poſitions and Motions 
of the Heavenly Bodies: Be not, ſays the Pro- 
phet, diſmay d at the Signs of Heaven, for the 


«a A a oo et ene. „ rr 


. 


Heathen are diſmay'd at them. © | w OOTY 5 
No in diſcourſing of this Warning, I ſhall _* 
r __ TT ww” 
ff. What we are to underſtand by the Signs 2 
of Heaven, and what they were intended for. | 
29. How little reaſon we have to be d:ſmay'd . 
r Tn * 
' Tf. By the Signs of Heaven, in our Text, we 
may underſtand the ſame which Meſes, in his 
Account of the Creation, calls Lights in the Fir- 
mament of the Heaven, Gen. 1. 14. together with 
their various Relations and Aſpects, one = 
$1 | | wards 


7 


«SK. ea: . tf: ac ofcf oa co. As i. 


: 


- = 


Wards another. Now not only the we great 
Lights, which were made, after a ſpecial man- 
ner, to rule the Day and the Night; but in ge- 
Neral, all ehe Lights in the Firmament of the Hea- 
ven, are, in chat Verſe, ſaid to be for Signs: and 
far Seaſons ; or, as ſome render the words, for 


Sent of the Seaſons. And, indeed, this ſeems to 


be the inſpir'd Author's Meaning. As for the 
manner of Ex preſſion, for Signs and for Seaſons; 
it is very common in the Hebrew, and in e 
other Languages; a 1 b way of Speech 
expreſſing thoſe thiogs disjusctively, which mult 
by the Underſtauding be join'd together. - Firſt, 
theſe Lights are ſaid to be for Signs, and 
then preſently are mention'd the things which 


they are to. ſignify, namely the Seaſons, the 


Days, and the Years: whereas, if we under- 
Rand the word Signs in an indefinite Senſe, and 


nat confin'd to what follows, we are thro the 


whole Text left in great Uncertainty; find - 
ing that there are Sigus ng ons in the Heaven 
for ſomething or other, but not knowing for 
what. Beſides, if we muſt take all the Parts 
of the Text disjunctively, then the Lights in the 

Firmament muſt be taken for Scaſons, and for 
Days, and for Tears, as well as for Signs, But 
we know, that the Celeſtial Bodies are not'them- 

ſelves Seaſoris, and Days, and Tears, but only. 


 Siens of them, by ſuch and ſuch particular Mo- 


tions and Aſpects, as the All-wiſe and Power- 
ful God, in the Courſe of Nature, has ordaig'd 
to them. Neither can 1 ſee reaſon to believe, 


that every Motion or Poſition of the Heavenly 


Bodies has a ſpecial ſignification in it; tho eve- 
ry Motion, and every Aſpect, ſerves in general 
E Dj C 
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to advance the Glory of God's wonderful Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Power, in keeping up ſuch a regu- 
lar Tenour and Courſe in ſuch vaſt Bodies, all 
ereated out of nothing. The Sun indeed (which, 
in the Chapter now quoted, is call'd the Grea- 
ter Light) is ſaid to rule the Day, as it is by 
the appearance of his Light, increaſing and de- 
creaſing, that we meaſure the Length of the 
Day; and the Moon likewiſe to rule the Night, 
rtly upon à like account. Thus likewiſe 
the Sun's Courſe (if we may ſo call it) is a de- 
termining Sign of the Vear's beginning and 
ending, and of the various Seaſons of it. And 
in general, the Sun, and the Moon, and the o- 
ther Lights, are neceſſary Signs of the Seaſons 
of Sowing, of Reaping, of Planting, and are 
uſeful in Navigation, and other things. 
But theſe things are very well known, and 
taken for granted. The great Queſtion, with 


regard to theſe Lights, and their different Ap- 


pearances, is, whether they are not likewiſe 
deſign'd to influence Mens particular” Actions, 
and to foretel extraordinary Events in the 
World. In anſwer to which, beſides what Rea - 
ſon ſuggeſts, we have this to ſay, that the 
Scripture does not encourage us to believe any 
ſuch thing, eſpecially concerning the natural 
Order and regular Motion of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies. Indeed that God, who made both the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Sea, and all deep 
Places, has ſometimes ſhewn how eaſy it is with 
him to put any part of created Nature out of 
its uſual Courſe, when he thinks fit, by an ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of his Wiſdom and Power, 
to confirm the Faith of his Servants: as in the 
Caſe of Hexeliab, Iſa. 38. 8. who obtain'd a 

EW Promiſe, 


"> 5 


. A ùͤęs 2 TH 


do See 
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Promiſe, that the Shadom of the Degrees, which 
was gone down in the Sun- dial of Abaz, ſhould be 
brought again ten Degrees backward ; as an Aſſu- 
rance that God would lengthen his Life, and 
deliver him and his People ont of the hand of 
the King of MHhria. But theſe things are very 
different from the ſettled ordinary Courſe of 
the Celeſtial Bodies; and yet even theſe extra- 
ordinary things impos'd no Force or Neceſſity 
upon the Actions of any Man. Theſe things, 
I ſay, are vaſtly different from the ſettled Or- 
der. of Nature: and conſequeatly, the ordina- 
ry Courſes of the Heavenly Bodies cannot rea- 
ſonably be accounted ſo much as the Sighs of 
extraordinary Events upon Earth; unleſs we 
will ſuppoſe, that God prepares the Minds of 
Men, by his ſecret Influence, to be reſtleſs and 
inclin'd to Change, againſt ſach a time as the 
Heavenly Bodies will finiſh ſuch or ſuch a 
ſtated Courſe; which is a monſtrous Suppoſi- 
1 „ 1 
But again, beſides thoſe extraordinary things 
which have been done in the Heavens, for con- 
firming the Faith of ſome particular Perſons, 
there are ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, which 
ſpeak of Signs in the Heaven, and ſuchas portend 
Deſtruction, or at leaſt great Calamity and Mi- 
ſery to Men upon the Earth; particularly, that 
Paſſage in Joel, chap. 2. ver. 30, 31. quoted af- 
ter this manner by the Apoſtle Peter, Acts 2. 
19, 20. And I will ſhew Wonders in Heaven 4- 
bove, and Signs in the Earth beneath; Blood, and 
Fire, and Vapour of Smoke, The Sun ſhall be 
turn d into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood, be- 
fore that great and terrible Day of the Lord come. 
But beſides that a great number of learned In- 
F E? ö—ÜWG 
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terpreters expound all this whole Context of 
the Deſtruction only of the Fewſh Oeconomy, 
figuratively compar'd to the Sun and the Moon, 
and the Heaven; which kind of Compariſons 
are very frequent in the Old Teſtament: be- 
ſides this, if we take theſe things in à literal 


ſenſe, 1 do not ſee how they can be underſtood of 


the ordinary and ſtated Courſe of the Heavenly 
Bodies, but of the extraordinary Direction given 
by the erat Author and Diſpoſer of Nature. 
The ſame muſt be ſaid concerning that o- 
ther Paſſage, Mat. 24.29, 30. where our Lord 
having ſpoken of the DeftruQtion of Feruſa- 
lem, which was indeed preceded by very un- 
uſual and terrible Sights in the Air, adds, Im- 

mediately after the Tribulation of thoſe Days, fhatl 
the Sun 7 darkned, and the Moon ſhall not give her 
LTigbe, and the Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, and the 
Powers of Heaven fhall be ſhaken. And then fhall 
appear the Sign of the Son of Man in "Heaven : 
and then ſhall all the Tribes of the Earth monyn 
and they ſhall ſee the San of Man vommy in the 
Clouds of Heaven, with Power and great Glory. 
There are many other Expreſſions. in the Con- 
text, which all ſeem to refer to the ſecond 
Coming of Chriſt, unto Judgment. And if this 
be, as ſeems very probable, the Meaning of the 


place; . theſe things cannot be underſtood of 


The ſettled and regular Motions of the Heaven- 
1y Bodies, which are the Cauſe of Eclipſes, but 


of the Diſſolution of all things at the End of 


the World: which, with regard to God's Pre- 
ſcience and Eternal Duration, may be ſaid to 


be immediately after thoſe Days, our Saviour ha 
juſt been ſpeaking of. Some indeed ſtill expound At 
theſe words in a figurative manner, like thoſe 


In 
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in Joel. But tis only the literal Senſe which 
concerns us in the Affair of the Signs of Heaven, 
And if we do underſtand this e literally of 
Signs in the Heaven, we muſt conclude that they 
are extraordinary, and not the ordinary regular 
Cour ſes of the Celeſtial Bodies. And conſt» 
quently, the ſettled ordinary Courſes of theſe 
Heavenly Bodies, ſuch as Eclipſes, and the like, 
cannot reaſonably be look*d on as Signs pors 
teading any extraordinary Events at all- Have 
ing thus conſiderꝰd the principal Places of Scrip- 
ture, which relate to the preſent Queſtion, "E 
now proceed, . . n einn 
+ 2ly, To ſhew that we have no occafion'# be 
diſmay'd at theſe Signs of Heaven, of which our 
Textſpeaks:; And one Reaſon is.. 
(i.) That they are the natural Courſe of the 
Heavenly Bodies, into which they neceſſarity 
fall, by the Motion which their great Creator 
firſt impreſs'd on them. Particularly, Eclipſes 
ure nothing elſe but the Interpoſition of the 
Moon between the Sun and the Earth, or of 
the Earth between the Sun and the Moon: 
which Inter poſitions are neceſſarily cauſed by 
the ſtated Motions of theſe Bodies, without any 
Gonflicting, or Agony, or Striving among them, 
as ignorant Perſons are apt to imagine. There 
are generally many of them in every Year; 
ſome vikble in one part of the World, and 
ſome in another; according as theſe Bodies, 
travetſing their reſpectie Courſes, muſt ſome- 
times meet in one part of the Heaven, and 
ſometimes in another. And were it not for 
theſe Motions, which are the Canſe of Eclipſes; 
inſtead of a few Minutes Darkneſs-in the day- 
time, there would be perpetual — 10 
* ome 
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ſome; Parts of the World, which now are ſta- 


tedly enlighten'd; and no Night in other Parts, 


which now receive the returning Changes of 
Darkneſs and Light, as we do. So that indeed 
theſe Eclipſes, which ſo terrify inconſiderate 
Men, and of which deſigning Men make ſuch 
advantages for the purpoſe of deceiving, are 
no more than the common Effects of thoſe ve- 
ry Courſes, whereby we enjoy the benefit of 
the Day for our Affairs, and of the Night for 
our Repoſe: ſo far are they from giving us 


any reaſon to be diſmay d. If they were not the 
common Effects of theſe Courſes, they cou'd not 


be foreſeen by human Obſervation. And yet 


tis manifeſt that they who have diligently ob- 


ſerv'd the Motions of the Heavenly Bodies for 
any tolerable ſpace of Time, can many Vears 


before- hand tell, within a very ſmall matter, 


when an Eclipſe will begin, and when it will 
end. But again, 1 3 Teil 
-(2:) Another Reaſon why we ought. not to be 
diſmay'd at theſe' Signs 4 - Heaven, is, becauſe 
they eve: probably as often been follow?'d with 
good and happy Conſequences in thoſe places 
where they have fallen, as with unhappy ones. 
There ate not wanting, in our own Hiſtory, 
Facts enough to ſupport the Truth of this Aſ- 


1 
272 4 


S > 


ſertion. But it is not neceſſary to enter into a 


long Detail: For, a ſmall number of Inſtances 
is enough to prove, that Eclipſes, in particu- 


lar, are follow'd ſometimes with very happy 


Effects, as well as at other times with Effects 


not ſo happy; that is to ſay, that ?tis a folly to 


aſcribe either the one or the other to theſe 
Sipus of. the Heayen> 
YE nada 2d eee, 37967 "gels 
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the Total Eclipſe of the Sun. 15 
Not to go further backward: than our own 
Memory; there were two Eclipſes of the Sun 
in the Year 1688. when by à happy Revolution 
our Religion and Liberty were reſcu'd from 
the Jaws of Arbitrary Power. There were ſe- 
veral more, according to uſual Courſe, in the 
enſuing Reign of our Glorious DELIVERER. 
And what Reaſon can be given, why the Ne- 
duction of Ireland, the Deſtroying of the French. 
Fleets, the Settlement of the Proteſtant | Succeſſion, 
and many other proſperous: Eyents, ſhoy'd not, 
according to the Aſtrological way of judging, 
be aſcrib'd to them f eln 19070 36 98 91 520 
Again, if from the Reign of King Williavs 
we proceed to that of the late Queen; tis ob- 
ſervable that almoſt every one of the glorious 


Advantages with which her Majeſty's Arms 


were bleſs'd, in oppoſition to the common Ene- 
my, for. about ſeyen Years, was nearly preceded 


by ſome Eclipſe; and very often hy what we 


call an Eclipſe of the Sun. And ?tis almoſt 
endleſs to mention the number of the proſpe- 


rous Battels we fought, the ſtrong Cities we 


took, and others reliev'd, in that ſpace of 
+ So that, if we wou'd raiſe any Expectation 
at all from the Appearances of Heaven, com- 
par'd with the Hiſtory. of our own Times; 
there is at leaſt as much reaſon to hope for 


* ; 3 
' 03007 ahM7s = 


_ proſperous. Events from this laſt Eclipſe, as to 


tear any thing pnbappy. | Nay more, according 
to the Aſtrological manner of Reaſoning : ſince 
a Total Eclipſe is, with thoſe who follow this 
Method of thinking, accounted much more con- 
ſiderable, and to have a much greater Influence, 
than a partial one. But tis ſufficient to our 
v 691 8 purpoſe, 
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05 res that it appears by the ſhort Account 
now given, that Eclipſes are far from being 
certain Signs of Calamity and Diſtreſs to the hu 
Places where they appear, being often folowd 
with as happy — do as 4 Peop e can wiſh for. k 
And, | beſides what may further: be faid from 
our own Hiſtory, it may fafely be left to any 
capable and faithful Inquirer, whether taking 
one time with another, there has not as much 
ity attended Cities or Nations in gene- 
wy "When! x they have been overſhadow'd with 
Eclipſes, or terrify'd with Comets, as there 
us'd to do at other times; and whether Prin- 
des have not died in as great Numbers, and 
Changes of Government happen dd as often, when N 
there Ne been no ſuch * as ' when 2 
there have. But, 7 
(3.) The principal Reeſbr hy we ought 
not to be diſturbꝰd or diſmay dart any of theſe of 
things, is, becauſe the Heavenly Bodies the m- K. 
res, and all their Motions, are in the Hand, . 
and at the Diſpoſal of a rightedus, a wiſe, and 
à mercifal God. Neicher the Sun, nor the 
Moon, nor any other of the: Celeſtial Bod ies, 
are able to do us any Miſchief of themſelves; 
nor "indeed can they fignify or portend any 
thing by their own Contrivance or Efficiency. 
If then they are in the Hand of God, ſu — 
king they ſhould be Threatnings of Evil 
Him 5; yet thoſe which are more direct, wait 
verbal Threatnings, deliver'd by che Prophets 
1 immediately from the Meuth of God, have 
been eſcap d, and the threaten'd Jadg mevts a- 
verted, by a Gracious God, upon che Repen- 
tance and Humiliation of bis Creatures, as ap- 


N w the Caſe of Nineveh. But we have al- 
| 5 ready 
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ready ſeen, that there is no [reaſon to believe, 
that the ordinary Motions of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies do really portend any Threatning at all. 
However, the Bleſſed God js not reſtrain'd or 
guided by the Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies; 


but be himſelf directs and reſtrains them. But 


theſe things have a near Affinity with the fol- 
Jowing Head; for which reaſon 1 ſhall forbear 
enlarging, and proceed to conſider, 2838 


l. The laſt Words of our Text, which are 
the Reaſon of the preceding Warning: For the 
Heathen are diſmay'd at them. 1 


As if the Prophet had ſaid, 'Tis really. a 


« part of Heatheniſm to be diſmay'd and terri- 
6 Fa at the Signs of Heaven, and the more 
« we give way to this unreaſonable Fear, the 


% more we do, like Heathens, caſt off the Ac» 


% knowledgment of the True God.” “““ 
Tis indeed no wonder, that they were in a 
Conſternation at the Signs of Heaven, ſince they 
fooliſhly imagin'd, that all Events of human 
Affairs neceſſarily depended upon them, with- 
out recurring in their Thoughts to a Firſt 


Cauſe, and a Free Ageat, which is God. Ma- 


ny of the Heathen Nations believ'd that-all 
things, even the voluntary Actions of Men, 
were govern'd, not by the Providence of God, 
but by the Power of the Stars; and accordingly 
they worſhip'd them, as if they had been ra- 
tional Beings. ' They took the Heavenly Bodies 
for Gods, and form'd to themſelves Images to 
repreſent them, as the Prophet intimares in 
the Verſes following our Text, For tho he 

does not expreſly ſay, that the Images there 
ſpoken of were Images of the Heavenly Bo- 
01237 © * os Wh | dies; 
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dies; yet whoever knows any thing of the Hiſ- 
tory. of the Eaſtern Nations, and their 1dola- 
try, knows that generally the Images they 
. worſhip'd, were Repreſentations of the Sun, of 
the Moon, of Saturn, of Venus, or ſome other Ce- 
leſtial Body. And they had brought themſelves 


their magical Inchantments, the Spirit of the 
Stars was brought down from Heaven into theſe 
Images, which they made to repreſent them up- 


on Earth; and that the ſame Spirit operated 


in them for the benefit of thoſe who worſhip'd 
them. Well therefore might the Prophet make 
uſe of this Fear of the Heathens, as an Argu- 
ment of their Idolatry and Vanity; and adviſe 
the Iſraelites not to be mov'd by their Exam- 
ple, but to look upon them, in their being 

ighted at the Signs of Heaven, much after the 


ſame manner, as they would if they ſaw them 


actually fall down and worſhip them; for both 
muſt proceed from an idolatrous Principle. 
What room is there to fear God, or to truſt in 
him, to pray, or perform any religious Service 
to him; if any thing elſe beſides himſelf muſt 


be To much dreaded, as the poor Heathens 


dreaded the Signs of Heaven; looking upon 
them as Proofs of a fatal Neceſſity, which no 
Power could avert? How can we be ſaid to be- 
lieve in the Wiſdom or -Power, the Holineſs 'or 
Goodneſs of God, if we attribute ſo much to 
theſe Signs, as if they were either out of his 
reach, or | Demonſtrations of his being reſolv'd 
to ſhew no Mercy, how humbly foever his Crea- 
tures ſhould ſubmit to him? *Tis certain that 


the Prophet taxes this unſeaſonable Dread of the 
Signs of Heaven for Idolatry, by the near Con- 
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nexion of the Matter of our Text with the 
following Verſes. He had in our Text advis'd, 
not to learn the way of the Heathen, nor ve diſ- 
may d at the Signs of Heaven, as the Heathens 
were. In the-next Verſe he' gives the Reaſon 
of his Advice; For the Cuſtoms of the People are 
vain. And then he ſhews their Vanity, both in 
their actual Idolatry, and in that ſuperſtitious 
Fear which was the Cauſe of it: Ver. 5. Be not 
Tp f them, for they cannot do Evil, neither al- 

0 „ 


15 it 4 70 them to do Good 93908 


W 


enn nn ain good. anion: 2 
Having thus gone thro what was propos'd 
from theſe Words, I ſhall conclude with making 


4 1 


a few, Reflections upon the whole. 


1 . 4 * 


: 


1. We ſee, that God's own Coyenanted Peo- 


* 
. 
\ 


ple had need of Cautions againſt Idolatry, and 
other things, which were altogether fooliſh and 
unreaſonable-in themſelves. Let not us there- 
Ie think our ſelves above Admonition. I make 
no doubt but we all ſee the Vanity of open Ido- 
latry, or Worſhip paid to Stocks and Stones 
ut bowever we have great reaſon to take care 
that we do not ſet up Idols in our Hearts, and 
attribute to our own' vile Affections that Ho- 
nour which is due to God alone. The Apoſtle 
Paul expreſly calls Coverouſneſs by the name of 
Iaolatry, Col. 3. 5. and with like reaſon we may 
call Pride, Or any other inordinate Affection, 
which gets the Maſtery of us, by the ſame 
Name. We. cannot be Slaves to any corrupt 
Paſſion,” but we are at the ſame time Idolaters. 
2. As to this particular, Caſe of the Signs of 
Heaven, we lee the Folly of being diſmay'd at 
them; and that if we examine this Fear to the 
bottom, *tis really no better than Heatheniſm, 
ee 9 eſpe- 
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eſpecially where it prevails to a conſiderable de- 
gree. 1 will not indeed venture to affirm, 
that all thoſe who are troubled with any de- 
pree of this Fear, are Idolaters: but however, 
ris certain ſuch Perſons are not altogether clear 
of Superſtition. | And if they will ſeriouſly re- 
flea, they muſt, acknowledg, that ſuch a Dread 
bas a very pernicious Tendency. For it tends 
to ſhake the Foundations of our Truſt in God, 
to make us doubt of his Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs, and to ba- 
niſh his true Fear out of our Minds. It was 
this Deluſion, whereby the Chaldean and Epyp- 
tian Prieſts kept all the Nations about them in 


a mighty Opinion of their Learning and Piety. 


But it was this likewiſe whereby they eſtabliſh'd 
Hare the more effectually; putting thoſe 
Jonſt ructions upon the Motions of the Heaven- 
Iy Bodies, which beſt ſerv'd their Turn; while 


they were ſure the ignorant People could not 


diſprove them. _ AS ns gp 
And ”tis by the fame Method that ſome un- 
eaſy Perſons among our ſelves pretend to ſhew 


their Learning and Piety, by vain Predictions 


concerning dreadful Events portended by the 
lare Eclipſe. But in the mean time they be- 
tray either their Ignorance, or their ſeditious 


Falſhood. They ſpeak as they wiſh, while they 


a flir m that it forebodes Miſchief to our Excel- 


lent Sovereign, and his Illuſtrious Family. They 


would perſuade us, that the Heavens are the 
King's Enemies; whereas tis manifeſt that the 
God of Heaven has been his Supporter and De- 
fender, to their utter Confuſion. They take a- 
bundance of Pains to prove themſelves Idola- 


ters; 
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ters; and Tdolatry is, perhaps, what they would 
gladly ſee eftabliſh'd. dee 0 ENS 

But let vs, by the ſad Example of the de-. 
laded Heathens, and by the Warning of the in- 
ſpir'd Prophet in our Text, be perſuaded to 
put away all thoſe Apptebenſions which dero- 
gate ſo much from the Honour of God, and 
tend ſo much to the Detriment of our own” 
Souls. Let us render unto God the Glory dus to 
his Name; believing that he rules in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and delights in Mercy, as well as acknow-' 
ledging that adorable Wiſdom and Power, 
which are diſplay'd in the ſeveral Motions: of 
the Celeſtial Bodies. But the Glory which re- 
dounds to God from the Subject of our pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe, is ſo various, that I muſt crave: 
leave to ſpeak a few words of the Particulars. 
by themſelves: In doing which, 1 ſhall endes 
vour to apply each Particular to ſome practical 
Uſe. 5 0 ö = e 4, 2 . 1 0 ] Wb 5 8} » Nil 
(...) That wonderful Order and Regulatity 
which appears in the Courſes of the Celeſtial 
Bodies, may convince us, that the World is 
not govern'd by Chance, but by a Mind ſu- 
premely wiſe. And the Belief of God's infi- 
nite Wiſdom, is a ſtrong Argument towards 
perſuading us to acquieſce in all Diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence. | | Tab 
- (2:) That God, who was able to create ſuch 
vaſt Bodies out of nothing, and has, thro ſo 
many Ages, preſery'd them in their ſeveral 
Courſes, muſt needs be a Being of infinite Power; 
and therefore it concerns us to ſeek an Intereſt 


nt 8.) Since 
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(3.) Since the Bleſſed God, notwithſtanding: 
that infinite Wiſdom and Power, which are dif 
play'd by 2 of Heaven, gives a Caution 
in our Text, that we be not diſmay'd at them; 
this is a Proof that he will govern rational 
Creatures by righteous Laws, and not by Signs. 
We ought therefore to expect that he will call 
us to account, whether we have acted agreeably 
to the Rules which he has preſcrib'd. And 
one would think, that thoſe Who were by the 
late Eclipſe put in mind of a Day of Judgment, 
could not ſuffer; the Thought preſently to wear 
off: But whether they do or not, yet that Day 
will &er long overtake them. The Day of the 
Lord will come at 4 Thief in the Night; in the 


mbich the Heavens: ſhall ' pals away with a great 


Neiſe, and the | Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
Heat the Earth alſo, and the Works that are there- 
in (hall be hurnt up, Seeing then that all theſe 
things (ball be diſſolv d, what manner of Perſons 
ought ye to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 
e iinboow t7 745) 

i (4:) The Condeſpenſion of the moſt. High, 
in giving this Caution, is an Argument that he 
delights in Mercy; whereas he, might ſuffer us 
to go on, without Warning, to our own De- 
ſtruction. And this is a great Encouragement 
der the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, have all, 
the Encouragement our Hearts can wiſh; ſince 
there is a Mediator appointed, with whom God 
is always well-pleas'd, and wWbo is bimſelf 


touched with a tender Senſe of our Infirmities. Let, 


us therefore come boldly. unto th Throne of Grace, 
that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 1 
in time of Need, He b. 4. 15,16. Let us truſt 
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in the Mercy of God, thro Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
acceptance of our Perſons, and the Salvation of 
our Souls. Let us likewiſe truſt in his Good» 
neſs for a Bleſſing upon the Nation; and f God 
be for us, who can be againſt us ? | 
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